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ADVERTISEMENT. 


the preſs, in the year 1758 ; (which was 

the year in which the Doctor firſt pub- 

liſhed his ſermon, intitled, Rules for the Diſcovery 
of Falſe Prophets, &c.) but was laid aſide, at that 
time, at the requeſt of ſome perſons who pre- 
tended to be the Author's friends. The, Doctor 
continued throwing his enyenomed ſhafts againſt 
the people called Methodiſts, at times, for almoſt 
two years afterwards; when a particular ac- 
quaintance lamenting that nothing which had 
been written during that period in oppoſition to 
his Reverence, ſeemed to make the leaſt impreſſion 
upon him; the Author lent him a very incorrect 
copy of this Epiſtle, and deſired he would read 
it carefully, and. freely give him his opinion of 
it: inſtead of which, he eagerly conveyed it to 
ſome of thoſe worthy gentlemen whoſe cauſe is 
A 2 herein 


"FP Familiar Epiſtle was compoſed for 


1 

herein eſpouſed, who took a copy of it imme- 
diately, and ſent it into the world, under che 
ſignature of, A Lover of Truth — “ With 
all its imperfections on its head.“ : 

The publication of it, however, at that time, 
(imperfect as it was) was attended with the de- 
fired ſucceſs. It ran through two editions; but 
has now been out of print for ſeveral years. 
And as the Author has frequently been applied 
to for copies, which he found was not in his 
power to purchaſe at any price; and being willing 
to oblige thoſe of his friends who have frequently 
expreſſed their earneſt deſire to fee it in print 
again, he has now publiſhed this third edition, 
with ſuch additions, corrections and amendments 
as he thought would render it more agreeable 
both to them and the public, than either of the 
former, 


PREFACE. 


PE „ 
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ERHAPS there never was an age wherein ſuch 

a redundancy of vice and immorality, open pro- 
phaneneſs and downright infidelity, was to be found, as 
Wehe everlaſting goſpel of he grace of God ly 
| e everlaſting goſpel of t 0 , is open 
deſpiſed, and — ented by the generality of La, 114 þ 
as only worthy the attention of old women, madmen, 
fanatics, or enthuſiaſts ; the moſt daring attempts are 
made to fink its weight and authority; the glorious 
and important doctrines of it, are become the ſubject of 
banter and ridicule ; and the profeſſors of it are treated 
with the utmoſt contempt, and conſidered as the filth 
of the world, and the offscouring of all things. And 
were it not for that legal protection we enjoy under one 
of the be of Kings, it is very evident we ſhould be 
in a moſt deplorable fituation indeed. But although 
(bleſſed be God) we are not at preſent in fear of being 
hunted as partridges upon the mountains, and made to 
ſeek the food of our ſouls at the peril of our natural 
lives: yet even in the preſent view of things, we have 
abundant reaſon to take up the language of the inſpired 
Pſalmiſt, and ſay, „Keep not thou ſilence, O God, 
hold not thy peace and be not ſtill O God; for lo 
thine enemies make a tumult, and thoſe that hate thee 
have lifted up the head: they have taken crafty counſel 
againſt thy people, they have conſulted againſt thy 
hidden ones, They have ſaid, Come let us cut m_ 

beth. * 
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off from being a nationy chat the name of Itrael may 


be no more in remembrance,” Pal. Ixxxiii. 1—4. 
Who ever has peruſed with care, the whole of that 


amazing pamphlet “, on the dedication, prefixed to 


which, the following remarks are made, will eafily 
diſcern that the Author, like Saul, breathes out no- 
thing but threatning and //atghter; and gives but too 
much room for ſuſpicion, that were it in his power, 
no true Chriſtian, let him be of what name or denomi- 
nation he may, could expect to fare a whit better than 
the ſaints and martyrs of Jeſus did in the reign of queen 
Mary of Roman Catholic memory, under the cruel 
tyranny of him who was called, by oy of eminence, 
Ac mner. Indeed this perfecuting ſpirit, at preſent, 
appears in — — : it ſhrouds itſelf under the plauſible 
pretext of zeal for the church; but, Þ believe every can« 
did and diſpaſſionate perſon will- readily join with me 


in faying, that, what the enlightened apoſtle fays of 


bis zeal, when a phariſee, may be fitly applied to the 
zeal of our Author; it is prrſecuting the church, Philip: 
Hi, 6;—Indeed the fame apoſtle ſays, © It is good for 
us to be zealouſly affected always in a good thing.“ 
Gal. iv. 18. But it becomes us at all times, to be 
extremely careful that our zeal is under the guidance 


of hnowledge. 


A blind and furious zeal, let the cauſe be goed or 
bad, is ſeldom, if ever, attended with any good con- 
ſequences even to the zealots themſelves; for very 
often, by making ſome egregious blunder or other, 
they diſcover that which afterwards perhaps, they 
wiſh they had been prudent enough to conceal—— 
I mean their own conſummate ignorance—— The very 
ſenſible Mr. Gordon has given us a glaring inſtance of 
this, in his Independent Whig, Vol: I. p. 199. At 
the time (ſays he) when' Doctor Sacheverell was ſuffer- 
ing the law for (edition, I aſked one of his mob, who 
was ſtragling at ſome diſtance from the reſt, in Lin- 
calm t- in- Hdd (as they were proceeding to demoJifh 
Daniel Burgeſ#s meeting-houſe) what provoked him to 
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te much outrage againſt Daniel and his congregation? 
He anſwered, Becauſe they had murdered ting Cburia 
the Rr 1 chen aſked him what he knew concerning 
king Charles the Firjt ? Why, quoth he, he was one of 
the twelve apoſtles and Doctor Sacheverell is the beſt 
friend he has in the world, Here (adds this Author) 
he {wore great oath, and left me to pity the igno- 
rance and phrenſy of the inehanted croud. - And how 
often our reverend Noor has diſcovered his ignarance 
as to the natute of à goſpel church, and when it may 
really be faid to be in danger, I leave the judicious 
teader of his pampblet to determine. 4 
Some people, perhaps may. be ready to think, 1 
have made rather too free with one in ſo high a ſtation 
as that of @ prieſ of the church of England; but, if ſuch 
perſons will candidly and impartally, conſider the 
evil nature, and dangerous tendency, of his antichtiſ- 
tian performance, they will preſently diſcover, that, 
I bave treated him with & the veneration that is due 
to ſo petulaat and fiery a writer, Indeed 1 ſhould have 
treated him in a more ſariaus way, could 1 have had 
che leaſt apprehenſion he would have underſtaod = 
me; but as I am firmly of opinion that he would not, 
I conclude, my labour would have been as much in 
uain, as if I were to read a lecture in divinity to an aſ- 
Jembly of jackdaws.— But a word to the ſerious 
Chriſtian, and I quit the Preface. | 15 
Let not the many difficulties which lay in the way 
of your Chriſtian courſe be any cauſe of diſcouragement 
to you. Your life is repreſented, in Scripture, as a 
warfare ; enemies therefore you muſt expect to meet 
with, not only from within but alſo from without, 
Nevertheleſs ( thou therefore endute hardneſs as a good 
ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt,” 2 Tim. ii. 3. Your caule is 
a glorious one, and Jeſus the captain of your ſalvation 
wall lead you forth to conqueſt : he will baffle all the 
deſigus of earth and hell which may combine againſt 
you; and at laſt, bring you off more than a conqueror, 
through himſelf who hath loved you. It is through 


many tribulations the believer muſt enter the ar 
c 


= 65, 


He muſt paſs through evil report, and good report. 


Nor ſhould it appear a ftrange thing unto you, that 
you are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake: for „ all 
that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecu- 
tion,” 2 Tim. iii. 12. But our dear Immanuel has not 


left his children without a ſuitable word of encourage- 
ment and conſolation even in the midſt of ſuch ny 


trials: for he has ſaid, ** Bleſſed are ye when men ſha 

revile you, and perſecute you; and fay all manner of 
evil againſt you falſly, for my ſake ; rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven: 


for fo perſecuted they the prophets which were before 


you,” Matt. v. 11, 12.—“ It is enough for the diſ- 
ciple that he be as his maſter, and the ſervant as his 
lord: if they have called the maſter of the houſe Beel- 


 zebub, how much more ſhall they call them of his 
houſehold,” Matt. x. 25. 


Remember, believer, that this is not your reſt; it 
is polluted. Your heavenly Father has reſerved the 
bei things for you till 4%; and will (after you have 
ſuffered a while) put you into the full poſſeſſion of your 
heavenly inheritance; where the ſun ſhall not ſmite 
thee by day, nor the moon by night; where the glo- 
rious Lord will be unto you, a place of broad rivers 
and ſtreams; where the Lamb ſhall lead to living 
fountains of water, and God ſhall wipe away all tears 
from your eyes —— ES a 7 


« Look up, my ſoul; pant tow'rd the eternal hills : 
- Thoſe heavens are fairer than the 


ſeem, 
There pleaſure, all ſerene, glides on the cryſtal rills; 


There, nor a dreg of guilt defiles 

Nor grief diſturbs the ſtream, 
That Canaan knows no noxious thing, 
No curſed ſoil, no tainted ſpring, , 
Nor roſes grow on thorns, nor honey wears a ſting.” 


A 


FAMILIAR EPISTLE. 


Reverand Sin, (if I may uſe that expreſſion) 


| HE fingular freedom which you have lately taken 
in diſperſing your virulence and malignity againſt 
a very harmleſs ſet of people diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of Metbodifts, renders it intirely unneceſſary for me to 
make any apology for the liberty I have taken in thus pub- 
lickly addrefling you: for whenever the ſpirit of antichriſt 
(which is a ſpirit of perſecution) rears its malignant head, 
and threatens deſtruction to all around, by throwing abroad 
fire-brands, arrows, and death; it becomes the duty of every 
one that wiſhes well to the cauſe of that adorable Jeſus, who 
came, not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, to ſtand 
forth, and with a manly courage encounter that great red 
dragon, who ever ftands before the woman, (the church) 
eagerly waiting to devour her children, as ſoon as they are 
born. Rev. xii. 3, 273 | 
Well then, Doctor, to be plain with you, I mean now to 
amuſe myſelf, and to divert my readers, with a few remarks 
upon the Dedication prefixed to your ſermon, intitled, 
* Rules for the Diſcovery of Falſe Prophets, or the dangerous 
Impoſitions of the People called Methodiſts detected at the Zar of 
Scripture and Reaſon.” And if mogefly, and your Reverence 
have not long ago ſhook hands and taken a final leave of 
each other, | hope to be inſtrumental in tingeing your 


clerical cheeks with a more * blooming red. 


I am 
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Tam as much a ftranger to your perſon, Doctor, as, I 
fear your are to the | Jeſus Chriſt, and the way of life 
and ſalvation by him: for, to my remembrance,” I never ſaw 
you in all my life. However, I am informed you are a 
man of learning; (I wiſh I could fay of good Manners 
too) and I will anſwer for it, you are a man of ſpirit : the 
whole of your extravagant performance leaves that intirely 
without diſpute. Now, as you pretend to 4xow the different 
ſpirits by which the various claſſes of mankind are actuated, 
and have condeſcended to favour «s with certain rules for the 
proper trial of them, Permit me here to whiſper a word 


that may be worth remembring, Try your own ſpirit, 


and fee what it is, for, at preſent, I apprehend you (like 
the immediate diſciples of Jeſus, Luke ix. 55,) really know 
not what manner of ſpirit you are of. But leſt you ſhould 
not think this piece of wholſome advice worth remembring, 
in its proper place, Doctor, I purpoſe to try it, and your 


doctrines too: nor ſhall I be any more diſmayed at the 
brandiſhment of the quill of any one (of a kindred ſpirit 


ta your's) in what you call Holy Orders in the church of 
England, whether B. A. M. A. D. D. or S. T. P. thanl 
ſhould of that of a capuchin friar, in any of the convents of 
Frans. Less dnss 
It is not improbable, but by this time, you may be im- 
patient to know, what profeſſion this impudent, friend. this 
coxcomb, this blockbead + is of, And therefore, to andeceive 
you, Doctor, as you would have done the Worſhipful Com- 
any of Jalters (when you addreſſed them concerning the 
22 in their gift, which you hunted fo eagerly after 1.) 
Jam one, who, “ ſtrictiy and properly braking, am not 
of the fir order; but rather what you may call merhodiftical, 
than Mz:hodift 1. And had you not attempted to calt (as 
you ſuppoſed) an diu upon Diſſenters, by including them 
(or at leaſt many of them) among the number of Merhodifts; 
perhape I had not had the pleafure of writing, nor yon the 
mortification of reading this Familiar Epiſtle. However, as 
I profeſs to love every one without Ellington of /es 
te that bears the pleaſing image of N. the friend of 
ners; ſo I take this opportunity to tell you, that I have 
a great veneration for the deſpiſed Methodifts ; many (not to 
fiy mo/?) of whom I look upon to be true believers on 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſaved in him with an ever- 
laſting falvation.—Nor will it be poſſible, I believe, for 


. © Dedication, p. 3. K | 

© + Epithets lideralty beſtowed by the reverend De tor upon ſome of his 
antagoniſts, —Preface, p. 15—17. 

1 Preface, p. 3. 5 Ibid, p. 10. | 


your 


#3 
yur Reverence, by all your plan ſible — or aftful 
nfinuations, ever to move me from the good opinion I at 
preſent have of them. A Fig | 
Thus, Doctor, having told you what L gan, and the 
opinion 1 entertain of the people called Methodiſts, ] 
now begin to enter the bh. with you, and if you Ar 
ach upon your guard, perhaps [ may with ** the ſword o 
the Spirit, which is the word of God,” Eph. vi. 17. give you 
now and then a very diſagreeable puch. Indeed I can no more 
expect to pierce you through the Heart, than to thruſt a candle 
chrough « mill-ſtone; but it may be, I may priek the bladder 
of pride, (which you know lies very near the hearts of fome 
people,) let out the air of arrogance and ſelf. coneeit, and fo 
liver you over to your next antagoniſt, not a little morti- 
fied and creft-fallen. $308" hag 
But as you, (like the famous Doctor Sacheverel, of 
clamorous memory,) loudly complain of the da of the 
church of England, without condeſcending to tell us, whe- 
ther by that phraſe you mean, the common people, the 
clergy, or their row revenues. Before I proceed to parti- 
cularize, I would joft aſk you this one queſtion, viz. Whe- 
ther there is any difference between the church of Zng/a 
and a church of Chriſt -I begin to ſaſpect, Doctor, that 
you know no difference at all, and therefore I ſhall take the 
ry to anſwer the queſtion myſelf. There is a difference 
—and I will, for your information, proceed to point out 
one particular, amongſt the maxy I could mention, wherein 
that difference conſiſts. | | | 
The church of Engtand then is a national church. All that 
are born here, who do not profeftdl difſent from it, are acknow- 
ledged members of it, whether good or bad: the ſincere Chriſ- 
tian, the pharaſaical hypocrite, the more refined moralift, the 
openly profane, as whoremongers, adulterers, fornicators, 
ſwearers, liars, proud, boaters, blaſphemers, covetous, 
haters of God, and not a ſmall number of downright infi- 
dels, — And don't you think this is a glorious church, 
Doctor? I own it is a general aſſembly : Gat that ic is the 
church of the firſt born, who are written or enrolled in hea- 
ven, Heb. xii. 23. lies upon yo# to prove; and I think your 
impudent friend may be ſo free as to ſay, he apprehends you 
have not quite aſſurance enough to attempt it. Now your 
Reverence, it ſeems, glories in 8 the honour to be 
ae of this ſame mozley church, and yet you have the 
effrontery to tell his Grace of Canterbury, that, You can- 
not be unequally yoked together with znbelievers, becauſe 
— holy Scripture forbids that you ſnould“ —Fie Doctor, 
e 
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Bat a true church of Chriſt is not national; it is congre 


( 12 J 


oa 


ational : Hence we read, Rev. i. 4. of the ſeven churches 
in Aſia; and in Gal. i, 2. of the churches of Galatia; and 
in 2 Cor. viii. 1. of the churches of Macedonia; and in 

om. xvi. 5. of a church in the houſe of Aquila, and Priſ- 
cilla, a couple of Jewiſh tent-makers. And to this fcrip- 
tural account of a goſpel church agrees your nineteenth 
article of the church of Exgland, although it makes directly 
againſt herſelf. ** A viſible church (ſays ſhe) is a congre- 
gation of faithful men.” — So ſays your humble ſervant, 
your coxcomb, your blockhead, your numb-ſtull, or any thing 
elſe you may be pleaſed to call him. It conſiſts. of zrxe be- 
lievers, who, „ as lively ſtones are built up a ſpiritual 
houſe.” 1 Pet. ii. 5. But not ſuch believers as Doctor F. 
and his followers, whoſe faith is only a rational aſſent to 
the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, as recorded in the holy Goſpel, 
c.“ — But more of this by and by, Doctor. 
Now this ſingle particular, (to mention no more) makes 
it ſufficiently obvious, that there is /ome ſort of difference, at 
leaſt between the church of Exgland and a church of Chriſt. 
The one is a national motley group of good, bad, and in- 
different people, promiſcuoufly huddled * in one ge- 
neral communion; and the other, is a ſelect ſociety of per- 
ſons who, in the judgment of charity, are thought to be, 
and by the general tenor of their lives appear to be, what 
your motley church confeſſes they ought to be — A con- 
gregation of faithful men.“ | | | 

at don't go cobining now to his Grace the Pe and 

tell him that I ſay there are no real goſpel miniſters in the 
church of England: for [ firmly believe there are many, who 
have obtained precious faith” in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
know the Scriptures : ſtady to ſhew themſelves approved un- 
to God, work-men that need not be aſhamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth ; are gentle anto all men, apt to 
teach, and patient or forbearing. 2 Tim. ii. 15, 24. — But 
to ſay thus much of the ! Vicar of Eaſt coker, Thurſday 
Lecturer of St. Mary Hill, and Lecturer of Newington in 
Sarrey . would, in my opinion, be equally as abſurd as to 
fa "The fun ſhines upon us in all his meridian ſplendor, 
when midnight darkneſs overſpreads the face of our azure 
hemiſphere. | 
Well Doctor, having thus ſhewn your reverence that the 
church of Exgland, and a church of Chriſt are not exa2ly 
the ſame, F now proceed to enter a little more particularly 
into the contents of your Dedication——Hold !—Dedication 


* Dedication, p. 5- + Vide Title page. _ 


( 13 } 
did I ſay i—no; I mean the book of the Lamentations of 
5 74 3 | bi Grace the 
And to paſs over your fawning language to his | 
Archbiſhop « of Canterb 0 * you begin wich telling 
him a Canterbury Story of that, which in all r he 
knew before, though never perhaps apprehended the matter 
in ſuch a very diſagreeable light as our eagle - eyed Ledurer 
of Newington does; the truth and ſubſtance of which grie - 
vous lamentable tale is, that there are a ſet of people who. 
go by the name of Merhodifis; the teachers among whom 
termine (like the apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. ii. 2.) to know 
nothing among their people ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him cru- 
cied; and therefore have conſiderably more followers than 
Doctor F and others like him. ſay this is the truth 
and ſubſtance of your ſorrowfal lamentation, and the real 
matter of fact. And yet, in the plenitude of your yu 
rance, and in the fury of your orthodox zeal, you exhibit a 
moſt dreadful charge A ad them in the following peſtilent 
h—— | . 
wht therically to lay before your Grace, the conduct 
and diſpoſition of an enemy, which through the negligence 
of ſome perſons, who ſhould have been more upon their 
guard, haye, by ſecret advances, ſo far ſtolen upon the 
common people, as to ſeduce many of all denominations 
from their proper paſtors: and aided by this mixed multi- 
tude, to threaten the church of England, the bulwark of 
the proteſtant cauſe, with a general alteration, or total ſub- 
. 1 
our milit or, any one wou 

be A. be od @ believe — belonged to a ee party, 
whoſe buſineſs it is to reconnoitre, and take diſpoſitions : - 
and your report, if true, muſt certainly be very alarming. 
They are enemies to the church of England, you ſay, and 
they threaten; her with a general alteration, or total ſubverſion. 
But Doctor, ſuppoſe I was to put it home to your conſcience, 
(if indeed it is awake) whether this formidable repreſenta- 
tion of their peaceable intentions is not a wi/ful attempt to 
deceive the publick, which (to uſe your own words upon 
another occaſion) you know is in the phraſe of the Engliſh 
tranſlation of Scripture, a lie * What would you dare to 
anſwer ? They bear the war-like name of /o/dters, it is true, 
and they ſerve under a very ſkilful, courageous, and power- 
ful commander; but then, it is evident, they are no ſuch kind 
of warriers as you would make them out to be. They are 
good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chrift, 2 Tim. ii. 3. who 1s the captain 
of their ſalvation. Heb. ii. 10. And as their captain has 


* ® Dedication, p. 2, + Preface, p. 5. 
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publickly aſſerted that neither Bini nor Bf ſoldiers ate of 
the world, John xvii. 16. ſo neither are the ns 


their warfare carnal; but mighty, through God, to the pull- 


ig down ſotne of thoſe ſtrong holds which fin and ſatan hath 


erected in the beurt of every unregenerate finner. 2 Cor. 


= They war not after the fleſh, ver. 3. They march 


no engines of wrath and vengeance in their hands: nor 
threaten with pains and penalties, imptiſonment and death, 
all who de not believe, and pare their nails, as they do. 
They are perſons of à qufet and peaceable diſpoſition; bot 
the fa? is, when try are for peace, you are for war. ——T' 
ſappoſe by and by we Mall have a formal indi&ment drawn 
up #gainft them, by your Neverence, with this clauſe in- 
ſertec, * With foree and arms in the pariſh aforeſaid.” 
Dat pray, Docter, are you gaite ſure that theſe his Ma- 
jzeſty's able and loyal fobj s; ate enemies to the church 
of En Be wary now in your anſwer, leſt like other 
of her hair-brain'd, hot-headed ſons, you ſhould bring a re- 
proach upon your holy mother, — You muff not an in 
the affirmative. And I will give you a reafon why. 
In the firſt place then, may it pleaſe your Reverence, al- 
though a great number of theſe people were once, like the 
rality of mankind, alienated, and enemies to God in their 
minds by wicked works; their enmity is now ſubdued, and 


they are reconciled to God by the death of his Son. Col. i. 


21. They love him in ſincerity and truth, as the neceffary 
# of a manifeſtation of his love to them; Worſhip 
im in the ſpirit, rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no con- 
R. er I 3. da hu | 
And love all that pertains to God, They can ſay 
with the alu, * How zmiable are thy l N 
Lord of hoſts! — A day in thy courts is better than a thou- 
ſand : I had rather be a door-keeper in the houſe of my 
God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs.” Pſal. 
hoxyiv. 1, 10.—* They eſteem all his concerning 
all things to be right; and hate every falfe way.“ Pfal. 
cxix. 128, Wiſdoms ways are ways of pleaſantneſs to them, 
and all her paths are peace. Prov. iii. 17. — They love his 
word. It is ſweet · unto their rafte! yea ſweeter than 
honey to their mouths.” Pſal. ex. 103. It is more to 
them than their neceſſary food. Job. xxiii. 12. They eat it“, 


* If I don't put in a word here, Doctor, perhaps you will think I mean, 
they tear the leaves oat of their Bibles, chew them in their mouths, and 
twallow theta down their throatt, as voraciouſty as you may do the wing 
of a fat capon, or a 11 tythe pig, when you can get hold 
of either of them; but what I mean is this, they feed ſpiritually and 
delightfully upon the truths of the everlaſting goſpel, and are nouriſhed 
up with the words of H and found doctrine, unto everlaſting Hife. 


and 


* 


{ 15 ] 
1 i. in me joy and rejoicing, of, Geis bent. Ie. . 


And laſtly ; they love the brethren, ye Lo je 14-.97.in 
. words, they love all that 15 the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
for ** every one t , loveth NO VE beg lovech bim alſo 
9 him. 1 John v. 1. Fion's traxellers age 
their com anigns, and are. the excellent in the. © Fas | 
hom is all their delight. Pſal, xvi. 3. For, 4. 
bs I love God, and at the ſame time batech bis — 
he is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom be 
hagh e how: can he love God whom. he hach not "ws 
n iv. 30. 
Y ow, . if all good men love God, love the 
tures, and Ioye one another 3 and the people called e 
do this ; ſure you will never have the affrontery to oy, 
they are enemies to the church of England; for this would: at 
— be a tacit confeſſion that there is not ane lingle, 5 
man amongſ you ; which nove but a /anatic, I think; 
d dare venture to ſuggeſt, — But to proceed. 


Leaf 
| You further com 1 to. his. Grace the Archbiſhop, and 
ſay, © To ſuch a u of inſolence are they (the Ros 
diſts) „that your 14 are often interrupted by 


enthuſaſts as they paſs the „ and told to thee 
by t 1 52 mot; ant. nde, that they know | 
nothing of the true goſpel one e OP 
Abominable indecd But pray, Doc or, in what. manner 
do they interrupt you? Do they make unwarrantable 
attempts to ſtop you on the highway ? If fo, prefer your 
bill of indietment againſt them at once, and ler them have 
a Fair trial in open court. I ſuppoſe they hardly interrupt 
you in your religions ſtudies, for there are ſome er 
believe, that don't chegſe to ſtudy at all, whilſt th 
» ſupplied with old Jermons at à ook - ſtall at the eaſy. — 
ence of a penny or two-pence a piece, and much lefs as 
ey go along the ſtreets, unleſs it is that which the wicktd 
are ſaid to ſtudy on their beds: 
But pray, Doctor, who told you that theſe ſame Metho- 
diſts were ſuch very /ow and ſuch extreme ignorant wretches { 
What, | ſuppoſe, becauſe many of them don't underſſan 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, nor have as much lèarnin 
their heads as they have grace in er 1 they mp be 
branded with the epithets of lee and ant, — The 
High Prieft, Cai has, Jobn and A lentag r. "ha with 
others were aſſembled in convocation at Jeruſalem to Ih 
Peter and Joþn, (a couple of non-con, preaching 
were told by them to their faces that they were the m 


* Dedication, Þ 2. 
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of Chriſt, and deſpiſert of his ſalvation ; and heard them 


heroically and methodiftically aſſert, that there is none other 
name under heaven, given among men, whereby we muſt 
be ſaved. — They marvelled at their boldneſs, perceiving 
that they were «nlearned and ignorant men — but then, . theſe 
prieftly perſecutors, had a further ſpirit of diſcerning than 
2 2 their /uzc:/ar ; for it ſeems they took know - 
of them, that they and been with Jet. Acts iv. 5—1 3. 
And let me tell you, Doctor, that if theſe lu, and mo 
inorant wretches you ſpeak of, had not had ſome little ac- 
quaintance, in à ſpiritual Ways with this ame Jeſus; the) 
would never have talked either to you or your brethren, 
after ſuch a manner; — provided your aſſertion were true; 
but as yet, we have only your bare word for it. 
But what you ſeem to be very much galled at, is, that 
this mould be told ye to your faces. Well, ſuppoſing it is, 
(which I much queſtion by the bye, though your Reverence 
hath ſo peremptorily aſſerted. it) you know, Doctor, the 
wiſe man ſays, ** Open rebuke 1s better than ſecret love.” 
Prov. xxvii. 5. And if fo, ſurely it muſt exceed backbiting ; 
Paul withſtood Peter to the Face, becauſe he was to 
blamed, Gal. ii, 11. and you alſo ſay, he bids Titus to re- 
buke the Cretians ſharply, becauſe they were eternal liars 
and dull beaſts . — I commend them therefore, for their 
manly courage, and Chriſtian fortitude ; and hope I ſhall 
never live to ſee the time when a righteous man, who ſhould 
be as bold as a lion, Prov, xxviii, 1. ſhall be afraid to tell 
any phariſce whatever to his face, (when he has a lawful call 
to do it) that he is @ Mind header of the blind, and that if the 
blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch. Matt, 


Ny. 14. POETS ane 2 | 
That our f (ery guides (or at leaſt many of 
them) know nathing of the true goſpel, is a ſad ſtory indeed, 
to publiſh in Gath, or tell in the ſtreets of Afkelon ! Your 
Reverence may well be angry with the Methodiſts, if indeed 
they have made ſuch an open declaration. — For who will 
undertake to prove they tell a lie, Doctor? — But I forbear, 
J will huſh up that matter for the preſent, and acknowledge, 
2 you, that the trurb ought not to be ſpoken at al/ 

Now again. — You' ſeem wofully to lament it to his 
Grace, that, The pur/cs of the vulgar in the capital cities, 
and of the artizans in the moſt populous trading towns, are at 
the command of the Methodiſts; ſo that They want no 
advantages, that money can give them, for printing and 
diftributing is, their lying, blaſphemous and deluſive 


* Vide Note, Preface, p. 5, 5 
| pamphlets 


; 1 
en blen to the remoreſt corners of the land; while many 
of the laborious, honeſt, clergy,” not having a common ſub+ 
ſiſtence, can have no ſuperfluity to expend in publick 
ſervice, and therefore can by no means ſupport, at\ their 
own coſt, the expence of Apolagits and Defences from the 


1 4 1 ot 
Will your Reverence permit me, once more © to whiſper 
& werd here, that may be worth your remembring,” which 
is, that whatever advan , the peaceable objets of your 
wrath and vengeance, (the Methodiſts) may haye received 
in this way, I have received o. And to convince you, 
Doftor, that I take care to imitate that which is praz/e-avor- 
thy, even in any one; I do not intend to give theſe pam- 
phlets away gratis; but like you, to ſell them at 64. each 
if I can'get it. 0 e 3 
Bu tpray, why ſhould the pamphlets of the Methodiſts be 
called by you, Hing, bla/phemous, and deluſive ones, It lies 
upon your Reverence to prove them ſo. And let me tell 
ou, Doctor, there is but one way to do this, namely, by, 
nging them to the touchſtone of divine revelation : . and 
whether the Merbodiſſs have really told you ſo or not, I now 
take the liberty to tell you, that I have ſome reaſon to be- 
lieve you no more underſtand the true ſpiritual meaning of, 
the ſacred ſcripture, than a munkey does to 1 4 hargchordy 
mitting 


or an ow! A upon a violoncello. So that even | 
theſe methodiſtical . pamphlets were, what in the heat of, 


our orthodox zeal, you have ignoran!ly repreſented them to 

e ; the Methodiſts are under no apprehenſions of danger 
from your proving them ſo by the word of Gd. 
But methinks I cannot help taking notice of the particular 
ithets of laborious, and honeſt, as given to the clergy, in 
this ogy eng or of your lamentation, God forbid bers 
ſhould not be /me laborious, honeſt, clergymen amongſt you. 
I have told you already, I verily believe there are, who. 
are laborious and honeſt, in the be/ ſenſe of thoſe words 3 
and I eſteem them very highly, in love, for their works 
ſake; but to apply theſe honourable epithets. to every ca- 
nonical gown's-man, muſt certainly be conſidered as an in- 
ſtance of remarkable folly. Indeed it muſt be. acknows- 
ledged, that the term /aborious, may, in a ſenſe, be very 
fitly applied to every clergyman at ſome time or ano»; 
ther; but then it ſhould be obſerved, that the labour of a 
great number of thoſe reverend gentlemen, conſiſts in 
following the way of Balaam, the ſon of Bozor, who 
loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs ,” 2 Pet. ii. 15. hunting 


| ® Dedication, p. 2. 
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after 2 plurality of beneſſces j adding vicarages to lecture- 
Mips, and rectories to vicarages, &c. and then leaving the 
tare of their ſeveral flocks, to ſo many Spiritual dray-horſen, 
or journeymen /aviours (as Mr. Gordon facetiouſiy calls poor 
curatet) who muſt do all the drudgery for a very ſmall pit- 
tance ; and who, (while the 4/gnified drone is faring ſump- 
tuouſly every day, and fattening upon the abundance of his 
eccleſiaſtical revenues) is, through the largeneſs of his ſa- 
mily, the ſmallneſs of his income, and other concurring 
circumſtances, brought to penury, and his body perhaps 
reduced to the — condition of a half famiſhed 


Frenchman, who ſtarves 2 awater-grugl, or ſoup majgre— 


But to be laborious in this ſenſe, and honeſt too, I profeſs F 
do not underſtand it, and wiſh your Reverence would con- 
deſcend to explain it to me, | 
If any of the truly laborious, honeſt, clergy are in ſuch 
neceſſitous circumitances, as not to have a common ſubſiſt- 
ence, I am heartily ſorry for it; and ſincerely wiſh, a more 
equitable diitribution of eccleſiaſtical revenues were enjoined 
by parliamentary authority, as the moſt effectual means for 
their comfortable ſupport,—ln the mean time, ſuppoſe, 
Doctor, as you enjoy no leſs than three of theſe ſame eccle- 
ſiaſtical benefices yourſelf, you was to part with one of them 
to ſome ſuch poor laborious, honeſt, jr:e your's — But 
methinks I hear your Reverence ſay, No, not fo neither: 
two words to that bargain, — But again, N 

In another part of your ſorrowful lamentation you com- 

ain to his Grace, that, ** the leaders of theſe people, ſhew 

their practices, recorded in their own writings, that they 

care no more for the ordination of your biſhops, than for 
the prayers and ſermons of the prieſts *.” | 

What veneration they may have for the ordination of your 
biſhops, I will not pretend to ſay; but as you have aſſerted 


that they care ſo little about it, and would have us believe, 


your aſſertion is founded upon what is recorded in their own 
writings ; yoa weuld have done more honour to your cauſe, 
if you had referred us to thoſe writings of theirs, in which 
they pay ſo much attention to the ſayings of their divine 
maſter, as not to ſeek that honour which cometh from men; 
but that which cometh from God only. John v. 44. — But 
pray Doctor, what is ordination ? and what is your Reve- 
rence, or any other clergyman the Better for what you call 
holy orders f f 
„A phyfician does not receive from the college an ability 
to practice, (ſays Mr. Gordon) But only a declaration that 


* Dedicatſon, E 3. y 8 


N DT 
he already has it. Such a declaration are holy 
orders: they convey nothing, neither righteouſneſs, nor 
learning, nor wiſdom. They are only a diploma or pri- 
vilege to exerciſe a certain calling, durmg good behaviour, 
Any further than this, what figntfies the hand of a biſhop 
lid the head of a ſtripling, who ſeeks promotion or a 

hvelihood.. If that hand put any thing into that head, I 
would aſk what it is, and fon it does appear? Whataltera- 
tion for the better is to be found in the perſon, or endow- 
ments, or fpirit of the party ordained? How does it appear 
that he has any moral ſufficiency which he had not before? 
Or any fptritnal gift beſides that which, he carries home in 
his poeket, and which was conferred by the 5:/hop"s 
for a F. ? Can there be any new ability without ſome marks 
of it? Or is there an akeration without a change? It is an 
unconceivable myſtery to me, that the /ame man, ſhould be 
another man, I have known many à man's pride ſwell, and 
his morals decay after orders; but very ſeldom his manners 
or his * enriched by them. He who has the Spirit, 
will do the works of the Spirit: by their fruits ye ſpall know 
them. The thing, were it true, 1s very — of proof. 
Indeed, it could not be hid or diſputed. On the contrary, 
when neither the heart is mended, nor the underſtanding 
enlightened, it is manifeſt that the holy Ghoft has nothing to 
do with either *.“ 9 hi, If 

And as for the ers and ſermons e prieſſs, if you 
can prove (as I Kik you mean to ixſinuate) that theſe 
naughty people do not regard them at all, it really looks as 
if they were not worth regarding: for I aſſure you, Doctor, 

ſome of thoſe people called Methodiſts are perſons of 

judgment. And to = you my dyn opinion, I really do 
not ſee how they can have any great regard for either the 
one or the other; ad | 

In the firſt place then, as to your prayers, Who can pre- 
vail with himſelf to believe that they are the effectual, fer- 
vent prayers of righteous men, when they behold the care- 
leſs and negligent manner in which they are but too often 
offered up; and alſo obſerve how frequently they are ſhut 
out of the court of heaven, and come not up with agcept- 
ance before the moſt High. For although you pray every 
Lord's day at leaſt, and ſometimes on Wedneſdays and Fri- 
days, (I wiſh I had ſufficient authority to ſay in your Hu- 
dies likewiſe) that the *Almighty and Everlaſting God, who 
alone worketh great marvels, would ſend down upon our 
biſhops, and curates, and all congregations committed to 
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their charge, the healthful ſpirit of his grace ®”, Alas! 
doth it not appear,. too evidently, that the greater both 
of miniſters and people, are deſtitute of it? They — not 
what it means. And r the * of the book of 
common prayer, have here ſuggeſted, that it is a very mar- 
welous thing, for biſhops, and curates, and the congre 

tions committed to their charge to be poſſeſſed of the health- 
ful ſpirit of the grace of God; let a miniſter, or a member 
of one of your congregations but once become a partaker 
of it, and it will be zo marvelous thing to ſee him pointed 


at by his brethren as a fanatict, an enthuſiaſt, or as a per · 


fon poſſeſſed with a diabolical pbrenaæy. _— . 
And although you pray, that, from all falſe doctrine, 
hereſy, and ſchiſm, the good Lord would deliver you.“ 
There are very few teachers among you but what prophecy 
lies, in the name of the Lord, Jer. xxiii, 25. 26. and are 
falſe to the very doctrines they /ub/cribed to maintain. 
And notwi ding you alſo pray that, * from all 


* blindneſs of heart, from pride, . and hypocriſy ; 


from envy, hatred, and malice, . and all uncharitableneſs, 
the good Lord would likewiſe deliver you f.“ Moſt of 
you continue as blind to ſpiritual things, as you were at the 
moment you were born; pride and vain glory, are at the 
right hand of * of the teachers themſelves ;z— And 
ſhould you aſk me where envy, hatred, malice, and all un- 
charitableneſs is to be found? I muſt refer your Reverence 
to your own precious performance. i 8 

Now in the ſecond place, as to your ſermons ; what are 
they ? — Meer traſh! you are almoſt continually ſounding 
in the ears of your hearers, the dignity of. human nature 3 
moral re&itude, moral fitneſs ; comparative merit; and the 
like antichriſtian doQrines, in direct oppoſition to the tenor 
of the goſpel, which is calculated by infinite wiſdom, to lay, 
the creature in the duſt of ſelf. abhorrence, and exalt the 
riches of the free grace and mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus ta 
the wileft of finners. Can any truly enlightened perſon then 
have apy great __ for theſe ſermons of yours ?—Beſides, 
when the people hear one of theſe miſerable diſcourſes read 
from the pulpit, they cannot with any degree of confidence 
aſſert, that it was compoſed by the Reverend, the right 
Reverend, or the ne Reverend reader of it, It being now 
pretty well known, that there are a great number of pla- 


Liaries among you. | 


Prayer for the clergy and people - Com. Prayer, 
+ Litany—Com. Prayer. I Ibid, > hg: ; Bot 
eing 


21 
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Being once called to attend the aſſizes for the county of 
Gurrey upon particular bufineſs, I had the curioſity to hear, 
what is called the are /ermon. '"Your' reverend brother, 
after mounting the rerum, and reading over I know not 
how many pray we's, took his text ont of the book of Ecele- 
frafter,, Chap. vii. verſe 10. Say not thou, what is the 
caufe that the former times were better than theſe ; for thou 
doſt not enquire wiſely concerning this matter.” — The 
ſubject was handled very judicioaſly, and I really thought 
his Reverence had made as well as read, a very uncommon 
| ſermon ? But how great was my ſurprize, Doctor, about 

two years afterwards ; when I ſaw that identical ſermon i 

r, to be fold for 'a peniy, at a book-ftall a little Well of, 

emple-Bar, and which, by the date, I found had been 
publiſhed upwards of y years before, after having been 
preached upon a _fmilar occaffon. 1 a 

To be ſure it muſt be very mortifying and diſadvantage- 
ous to gentlemen of your order, whenever their intrigues 
with the retailers of old ſermons are d;/covered, and there- 
fore I admire the prudence of that /azy divine, who, when 
he went-into the ſhop of his neighbour, to purchaſe one of 
theſe ſecond-hand —— of clerical furniture, and found a 
ſtranger there, addreſſed himſelf to Mr. B:bliopola, and ſaid, 
«« Sir, I wiſh you would be ſo kind as to ſend me a little 
powder and ſhot.” wit 

But what a pity it was, that ſo happy, and ſo ingenious a 
turn, upon ſuch a ſudden emergency, ſhould fail of anſwer- 
ing the end propoſed by it! but ſoit was; for no ſooner 
was this /ox of indolence departed, than the waggiſh, miſ- 
chievous bookſeller turned to his friend, and aſked him if he 
knew what the gentlemen wanted, certainly Sir, ſaid he, 
powder and foot; but really I did not know, before now, 
that you ſold thoſe articles: powder and fot! friend ſays 
he; no, he wants a ſermon to preach to-morrow, and I 
muſt look out one and ſend it directly. 

- But for the benefit of thoſe dignilled drones who can Ser- 
ter afford it, and who think it a ſcandal to be detected in 
copying and reading old printed ſermons, we are every now 
and then favoured with an advertiſement in the public 

ers, where original manuſcripts may be purchaſed, I 
Finely read one of them in the Public Advertiſer, to the 
following import, ** manuſcript ſermons, warranted genuine, 
the property of an eminent clergyman lately decealed, pick 
and chuſe, one guinea per dozen: to be had at ———— 
- bookſeller, in Middle-Row, Holborn”. And it is not. for 

me to ſay how many guineas the Lecturer of Newington, or 

any 
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any other clergyman, hath laid out there, in ſuch genuine 
commodities.—But again, [1 
Another thing you ſeem very much diſpleaſed at, and of 
which you complain to his Grace is, thas * our picture 
ſhops, in much pomp, exhibit with the portraits of the 
Reverend Mr. /:/ty, and Mr. Whitfield, the effigies of ſe- 
veral reverend preacbers of the goſpel, as they are there 
ſtiled, who never appeared before his Grace, when biſh 
of Oxford : and ſet as light (you ſay,) by his authority in his 


high ſtation of Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Metropolitan 


ALL ExGLand.” 

But why do you leave off zaming them, at Mr. Whitfield? 
Let us go on Doctor, there are the eſſigies of Mr. Janes, 
of Mr. Romaine, of Mr. Adams, and a great many more L 
could mention, if it would not greatly mortify you. And 
no doubt but theſe very picture ſhops would exhibit with 
the effigy of Doctor F-— too, provided it was offered to 
them, for they have no objection to the pictures themſelves; 
it is the fame thing to them to ſell the picture of the Devil, 
as that of a reverend preacher of the goſpel, if they can but 
get a penny by it, — Try them, an't pleaſe your Reve- 


; rence. 


But pray, Doctor, how came you to know that any of 
theſe people ſet light by the authority of his Grace the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury ? Did they themſelves ever tell you 
fo? If not, by what authority do you aſſert it? You know, 
I have told you before, that the Methodiſts love the ſcrip- 
tures, conſequently, as they are therein directed, render to 
all, their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due; cuſtom, to- 
whom cuſtom: ; fear to whom fear; and honour to whom 
honour, Rom. xiii. 7. And I perſuade myſelf his Grace is 
not inſenſible of this neither, notwithſtanding all you have 
endeavoured to inſinnate to the contrary. — But once 


more, : 


In order to render theſe harmleſs people deſpicable in the 
eyes of his Grace, and I ſuppaſe in the eyes of the world 
too; you ſay, in the remote counties of England, I have 
ſeen at one time, 4 whole troop ef theſe divines on horſe- 
back, travelling with each 3 behind them, who being 
near the Lard (as they chooſe to phraſe it) opened hey 
mouth upon occaſion to confirm what was ſpoken“.“ 

By this paragraph, it appears to me as if your Reverence 
meant to inſinuate that ſomething of a criminal correſpond- 
ence was held between this troop of divines and their fiſters. 


Bat ſuppoſe, Noftor, (as yon love to be 5%, and was ſo 
6 Dedication, p. 3. 


very 
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very near them) yo had interrogated them a little about it; 


might probably have anſwered you without bluſhing ; and 

2 have addreſſed you nearly in the werden of the 
apoſtle, ** Have we not power to lead about a #/er, a wife, 
(or woman as in the margin) as well as other apoſties, and 
as the brethren of the Lord, and as Doctor F<? 
I think you ſeem to be ſomewhat offended at the word 
fler: I ſuppoſe you apprehend it is not fit to be uſed in a 
religious ſenſe, and is much too puritanical and methodiffical 
a phraſe for the mouths of our modern clergy. And yetT 
can point out. a certain miniſter, not quite twenty miles from 
Newington in Surrey, who when he is paid the burial fees, 
(for no penny, no pater noſter never makes the leaſt ſcruple 
to call any woman not only offer, but even dear fer; al- 
though ſhe had been the moſt backney are in the purlieus 
of the Mint, or of Covent-Garden—* For as much as it 
* bath pleaſed Almighty God, to take unto” himſelf the 
% ſoul of our DEAR SISTRR *.“ „ 

As to being near the Lord; although the phraſe is a ſerip- 
tural one t, and your Reverence, is looked upon by ſome peo- 
ple to be a miniſter of God's word, it is very evident by 
the ſneer with-which you introduce it, you really de not 
underſtand the meaning of it; which only ſerves to confirm 
the truth of the apoſtle's aſſertion, that, ** the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
fooliſhneſs unto him: neither.can he know them; becauſe © 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 1 Cor. z. 14. And as you 
want this ſpiritual diſcernment, it would be but loſt labour 
for me to attempt to explain it to you. E Nb 

But I ſee, Doctor, — in the midſt of your fery zeal 
againſt aethodi/ar and Methodiſts, you forget not to put in a 
word or two in favour of the dignity and importance of your 
reyerend brother - hood. For you tell his Grace that, 
« The Kings of England will never find fo firm a ſupport 
from any eſtabliſhment, as they have experienced, ſince the 
reformation, from the church of England.y” tt 

Now, if I underiiand your meaning here, Doctor, we 
are to look upon every clergyman as a ſupporter of his Ma- 
JESTY, and conſequently as a pillar of the STATE. If ſo; 
when ayy of theſe pillars are in à tottering condition, no 
doubt but both his MajzsTY and the STaTz muſt be in 
imminent danger, Is it not enough then to make any one 
tremble for their ſafety, when he ſees a clergyman rotter q 
There lives a (I was going to ſay) /quinting Levite within an 


o Order for the burial of the dead,—Com. Prayer. 
A people near unto him Pf, calviii. 14. 
Dedication, p. 3+ ni 
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hundred miles of my habitation who ſo frequent! happens 
to be in a zottering condition, that if — of eſe pil - 
lars were in ſuch a lamentable caſe, our ſtate could not me 
fibly tand many years longer. And I alſo knew another, 
a mumbling divine of the. faith and order, who had it 
not been for the ſupport he ſometimes received from a certain 
garden wall, would as frequently have ſet his pariſhioners 4 
moſt deplorable example of rating humility, Nor are 
theſe the only inſtances I could give your Reverence of the 
ſome of theſe ſupporters of his MajzsTY, and 
Pillars of the STaTz. What a miſerable condition then, 
muſt that Kino, or that Srarz be in, that has not a f- 
mer pillar of ſupport, than ſuch forrering clergymen, who 
are abſolutely a diſgrace to our national prieſt bol. 
I thank your Reverence however, for ſaving me the trou- 
ble of making the necefeary diſtinction between the pour, ap- 
right, and loyal part of the clergy of the church of England, 
and thoſe. of that reverend order who zorrer, lier towards 
another church, and are a. little tinctured with jacobitiſn. 
For in your next paragraph, you ſay, I believe his Ma- 
J8STY. owed the preſervation of his crown and dignity, in 
the late rebellion, next to thoſe who fought at Culloden, as 
much to the ſteadineſs and activity of the WELL-AF- 
FECTED. clergy of the church of Exgland, as to any bo- 
dy of men in his dominions*”?.. 5 R 
I revere the ell aßeded clergy, Doctor, and here believe 
as you do; but what ſhall we ſay of thoſe of your reverend 
y, who do not properly come under that amiable and 
diſtinguiſhing character? - hiſtory has made it apparent 
with what dexterity and facility ſach ſort of clergymen have 
changed fides, and fallen from the ſteadfaſtneſs both of their 
religious, and political principles, when intereſt, has, (in 
their opinion rendered a departure from either of them ne- 
ceſſary. And therefore no wiſe PRINCE, or well - ordered 
STATE will, I think, place any dependance either upon 
their ſteadineſs, or their activity, in a time of national 


dan . 5 "T1 . . CAA * 

But pray, Doctor, who are theſe ſame jacobite parſons, 
that are not guite ſo «well. affe&ed to the houſe of Hanover, 
and our preſent happy eſtabliſhment as they h b, Name 
them, point them out to the publick, that they may ſhew a be- 
coming reſentment againſt theſe wipers, who baſk in the ſun- 
ſhine of eccleſiaſtical -preferments in &ngland, when they 
ought to be upon their pilgrimage to Rome or Loretto, 


o Dedication, p. 6, 


I think 


1 

I think T have heard of a certain doctor of divinity, who 
pretends to be equally as well. affected to His MajesTY as 
your Reverence is, that ſaid at ——— Perhaps you may 
remember where Doctor, — he thought the roleration-a#t 
ht to de Gwyned. And yet he has had the aſſurance to 
tell his Grace of Canterbury, (and nearly in your own 
words too) that His Majesty is bound to reverence and 
apport the church of England *,” To be ſure he differs 
* ou 4 from your Reverence in this, that he conſiders the 
Church of Zagland in ſo weak a condition, as to require 
ſapport from bis MaJjzsTY; whilſt you Doctor, affirm, that 
the is the bu of the Proteſtant cauſe, the ſupport of 
his MajzsTY, and the preſerver of crowns and dignities. 
But as this reverend high-flyer does not appear to be fo well- 
affected as to reverence his MajusTY, by acquieſcing in 
that 2 indulgence he is pleaſed to ſhew to his faithful 
and foal ſubjects, the Proteſl aut Dienert, in upholding 
and maintaining be ad of toleration, I think h can have no 
juſt claim to a of that honour which is due to the well - 

affected clergy of the church of England. | 


2 


But leaving all ſuch hot-headed divines to rail at our pre- 


ſent happy eſtabliſhment, bite their orthodox nails, and 
pray for the Pretender — if — prefer it — I proceed to 
another extraordinary paragrap 

rowful lamentations, wherein I obſerve you endeavour to 
engage the Archbiſhop in your quarrel, by ſaying, © Whats 
ever hopes your Grace may conceive of remaining unmo- 
leſted in your high ſtation; it is impoſſible that ave ſhould 
find peace br ſecurity a day in ours +.” 

I have a little anecdote a-propos Doctor. A certain metho- 
diftical diſſenting miniſter, preaching to a very large audi- 
tory, upon a public occaſion ; about the middle of his ſer- 
mon, t _ to be a baſtle amongſt the people, when 
he from the pulpit with an audible voice called, Silence! A 


perſon 1 not thinking the diſturbance was fo _m | 


us to ſo public a rebuke, immediately replied, 
% Why you are a good-for-nothing fellow; who meddles 
Wich you?” — I ſhall leave your Reverence to apply this 
where you think it is moſt ſuitable, and proceed to take a 
little notice of your remarkable definition of faith. 

And here, the ſubje& is of much too /er/ovs a nature, to 
admit of the leaſt degree of that banter and ridicule, with 
which almoſt every other paragraph in your performance 
deſerves to be treated, and therefore I ſhall lay afide thoſe 


weapons of avrriment or (hs Front 3 and after I have done 
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- with this ſerious part of my ſubject, I intend to take them 


ap again. 


Now addreſſing yourſelf to his Grace, you ſay, ** Faith 
with as, is a rational afſent to the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, as 


' recorded in the holy goſpel ; always attended with a ſuitable 


practice “.“ 
If I thought myſelf worthy to ſpeak a word or two here, 
to ſo diſtinguiſhed a perſonage as his Grace the Archbiſho 
of Canterbury, I ſhould certainly ſay, My Lord, permit 
me with all due deference and ſubmiſſion to acquaint you, 


that it is matter of wonder and altoniſhment to many true 


ferious chriſtians, how, or by what means, this Doctor John 
F could poflibly inſinuate himſelf ſo far into the good 
on, 


opinion of your Grace, of any other of your ſacred function 

as to prevail with them to put him into holy orders, when he 
in ſo publick a manner declares that his faith is a mere hiſtori- 
cal one. And, my Lord, permit me with equal ſubmiſſion to 


tell your Lordſhip, that I think it is one of the greateſt 


pieces of indignity offered to your perſon, in your high ſta- 
tion of Lord ArcuBtsHOP OF CANTERBURY, Primate 


and Metropolitan of all England, that can poſſibly be, to in- 


' clude your Grace amongſt the number of theſe bi/forical be- 


lievers; and I make no doubt but your Grace will conſider 


it in the ſame light. And I beg leave, my Lord, to give it 
as my humble opinion, that /uch a perſon ought not to be 
owned as a true ſon of the church of Bugland 

rather be conſidered as was Simon Magus, (who by falſe pre- 


- but ſhould 
tences deceived the apoſtle) in the gall of bitterneſs, and 


in the bond of iniquity.” And I muit be fo very plain as 


to tell you Doctor, that if your faith, and the faith of every 


member of the church of England, (whom you ſeem to in- 


clude, by making uſe of the plural pronoun u, is no other 


than © a rational aſſent to the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, as re- 
corded in the holy goſpel,“ (which God forbid !) The ſcrip- 


ture points you out as a company of «nbelievers, to a man: 
for it is“ with the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs,” 
Rom. x. 10. Judas rationally aſſented to the truth of the 
Meſſiahſhip of Chriſt z followed him, preached repentange, 
healed the ſick, and caſt out devils in his name; and yet 


© was himſelf a devil, a fon of perdition, and a loft ſoul, John 


xvii. 12. Simon Magus alſo rationally aſſented to thoſe 
truths which Philip preached concerning the kingdom of 
God, and the name of Jeſus Chriſt. But Simon Magus had 
neither part nor lot in the matter of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
for his ** heart was not right in the ſight of God,“ Ads 


viii. 21. Paul likewiſe rationally aſſented to all the pro- 


a -» 
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miſes and p s recorded in the old teſtament concern- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt ; and was ftritly moral and upright in his! 
conduct: touching the rightepuſneſs that is in the law, he 
ſays he was blamdlefs, yet, at the ſame time, he was a fu- 
rious perſecutor of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his adherents 
and followers, and abſolutely an anbeliever. 1 Tim. i. 13. 
True faith, or (in other words), believing with the heart 
unto righteouſneſs, is expreſsly ſaid to be of the operation of 
God. Col. ii. 12. And therefore, after the apaſtle had de- 
clared to the Epheſians, that _ were ** ſaved by grace, 
through faith,” he immediately ſubjoins, „and that not of 
yourſelves ; it is the gif? of God.” Eph. ii. 8. It is ſomething 
more therefore, than a bare aſſent of the mind to any ſet o 
propoſitions, or even to the truth of divine revelation. In 
ſhort, it is defined by thg author of the epiſtle to the He- 
brews, to be the ſubſtance” of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things not ſeen,"? Reb. xi. 1. And is attended, 
at leaſt with a good hope, Rom. viii. 24. and ſometimes 
with aſſurance. Heb. x. 22. So that the ſoul can either ſay, 
Lord I believe, help thou mine unbelief, Mark ix. 24. 
4 Lord increaſe my faith,” Luke xvii. 5. — Or, My. 
Lord, and my God,” John xx. 28. This is my beloved, 
and this-is my friend,” Song Xv. 16. He loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me, Gal. ii. 20. I am perſuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate 
me from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, my Lord,” - 
Rom. viii. 38, 39. i 3 
And this is not an in faith z it worletb by love. Gal. 
v. 6. The ſeed of the divine word, being ſown in the good 
ound of a regenerate heart, beareth fruit, and bringeth. 
Torch ſome an hundred fold, ſome ſixty, ſome thirty. Mat. 
xiii. 23. Such believers are careful to maintain good abort, 
as things that are good and profitable unto men, Titus iii. 8. 
whilſt at the ſame time they ſay with the apoſtle, Not by 
works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but according 
to his | God's] mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regene- 
ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Titus iii. 5, And 
I would hope, Doctor, that if you had been humble enough 
to have confeſſed your own ignorance, as to this matter, 
and had applied to his Grace the Archbiſhop, or to any 
other of your Hiritualiy enlightened brethren, he, or they, 
would have inſtructed you herein, that ſo you — not, in 
ſo publick a manner, have expoſed yourſelf to the ridicule 
of ſome and the pity of others, by ſuch a random definition 
of faith as you have given, by which it is apparent, you 
+ Reither know what you _— nor whereof you affirm, 4 
2 ; nd 
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And wow, while I am a little ſerious, permit me to tell 
you, that I am heartily forry for you: and ſhould greatly 
rejoice, were it the pleaſure of Jehovah, the fountain of 
light and life, to give you the revelation of the knowledgo 

himſelf in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, and make you an 
inſtrument in his hand, of curning many from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Sasas unto God. 

But thus much for tne ſerious part of this performance: 
for I find if I will follow you further, I muſt have recourſe 
to my old weapons again, and ſo here I take them up afreſh. 

You ſay, My Lord, an honeſt, ſober mind muſt be 
ſhocked at theſe infernal devices, theſe ſtrange 1001s of a 
new Jeſus, and a new faith. If ſuch wild notions were 
—— only in our highways and hedges, they mult fc 

attended with fatal conſequences Bot what ſhall we ſay 
if the heathen are come into our inheritance, and have per- 
miſſion to occupy. our very churches ? Would any earthly 

r at war with another, ſuffer the enemy ta erect their 
ries within their walls? or truſt them with the keeping 
of the citadel ?--We cannot, as 2 of the church of 
England, ſtand ſtill and behold ſuch a piece of treachery as 


this. We muſt apply to our commanders—lf- your Grace 


and my lords the biſhops, have not power ſufficient to afford 
us redreſs—ewe muſt apply to ParLiamentT “.“ 

O rare !-—©* Ring the bells backward ! The temple, the 
temple is on fire! The high prieſts look aghaſt, and the 
people ſtare, and all cry out, The craft, the craft is in 
danger + !'”*—But to be a He more ſerious. - Suppoſe I was 
here to aſk your Reverence a queſtion or two, Is it only an 
honeft, ſober mind, that muſt be ſhocked at theſe inſernal 
devices, as you call them? Then is Doctor Fro— always 
* or are there not ſome certain periods when he is 
not ſo? ; d 

What an abſurd thing it is for you to talk of a new Jeſus, 
and a zew faith. I aſſure you, Doctor, the Me- bod know. 
of no ſach perſon, pr 1hing. Their Jeſus is he, who in ſcrip- 
ture is ſaid to be, the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever.” Heb. xiii. 8. And their faith is the primitive faith; 
for there is but one Lord, and owe faith. Eph. iv. 5. Your 
joining Jeu and faith together therefore, and calling 
theſe, firange idols, at once reminds me of certain ignorant 
philoſophers of the Epicureans, and of the Staichs, who en- 
countered the apoſtle Paul, and ſaid, he ſeemed to be a fet- 
ter forth of frange Gods ; becauſe he preached unto them 
Jeſus, and the ręſurrection. Acts xvii. 18. 
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- Your ſeveral interrogations in this /aybulent paragraph, 
muſt — 7 * the aggari ue; but I have ewa 
u already, that the people called Merbodifts are no cn 
— church of England, ——Where then is that | 
you cannot ſtand {till to behold? And what is it yon would 
apply for to your commanders ? Why ſo out of humour 
with his Grace the Archbiſhop and his brethren ) — Or 
what is it you would apply for to Parliament I think, 
Doctor, it would be a charitable act, if ſome friend, on 
your behalf, would aal N to the governors of St. 
Luke's. Hoſpital for Lunaticis, tor the preſervation of the firſt 
vacant cell in thoſe gloomy manſions: for I much queſtion, 
whether his MajzsTY, the Parliament, his Grace the 
— or any one elſe, will take you to he in your - 

es. 
But I fee, Doctor, that not content with uttering your 5 
ſorrowful lamentation to his Grace, you cannot help 
troubling even MajzsTyY itſelf with your idle and impro- 
bable ſtories; for in your very next paragraph, you ſay, 
It would be uſing bis MajssTY extremely ill, not to 
give him proper information, that there are now a ſet of 
le, ſome of which officiate in our churches, offering 
fach — to his crown and government, as to make. 
the national religion which he has ſo ſolemnly taken u 
him to defend from thoſe who would do it injuries, no b. 
ter than an atbei/tical, immoral, and deluſive ſyſtem.“ 
Now, Doctor, though I would not willingly become a tale. 
bearer, and like ſuch ſort of people reveal fecrers ; yet upon 
ſach an occaſion, I think it would be but juſtice to make 
his MajzesTY acquainted with the principles of his informer, 
as a criterion-of his veracity, Suppoſe then, I was to ac- 
quaint his MajzesTyY that his informer is one, who has taken 
all thofe /alemzr, oaths which are neceſſary to admiſſion into 
the ſacred function of a prief of the church of Zagland; 
and as ſuch, hath /ub/cribed the thirty · nine articles of religion 
as ſet forth by the ſaid church; and now as flatly contradicts 
and oppoſes ſome of them — That he once told the biſhop, 
he was. moved by the holy Ghoft to take upon himſelf that 
ſacred office ; 8 room for ſuſpicion, that he 
was moved by the lowe of money, and the hope of enjoying 
a conſiderable portion of ecclefiaſtical revexues, becauſe he 
either flatly denies, or impicufly ridicules his divine opera . 
tians upon the ſouls of men — That he ozce pre to 
have trve faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; which now by his 
own confeſſion, recorded his own writings, appears to be but 
2 mere hiftorical one — That he once But I ſpare 
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you, Doctor, left your Reverence ſhould not obtain eredit 
with his MajzsTY, or any of his peaceable and loyal ſub- 
jetts; when you have learned to ſpeak the I RUTH. 
Well, - now it ſeems, I am come to the laſt verſe, of the 


laſt chapter, of the book of the lamentations of Doctor John 


F——, In which you fay, ©* Theſe are our complaints, 
my Lord, and this our ſituation 3 in {perils from without, 
but -- moſt immediately, as we conceive, in perils 
from within, among falſe brethren, from whom, for the ſe- - 
curity of the flocks committed to our charge: for the ho- 
nour, welfare, and preſervation of this church and king- . 
dom, we deſire an intire and a ſpeedy ſeparation“.“ | 

But, pray, Doctor, what do you mean by the /ecurity of 
your flocks ? Do you mean the ſecurity of their /ouls, their 
perſons, or their purſes? As to the ſecurity of their ſouls, I 1 
fear it gives you little concern, or perhaps none at all: and 
if you are but cunning enough to ſecure their per/ons, de- 
pend upon it you are ſure of their pur/es ; eſpecially, if you 
can prevail upon them to believe, that they cannot enter 
the kingdom of heaven, without feeing thoſe who pretend 
to keep the keys of it. But let me tell your Reverence, . 
that if any of Cbriſt's ſheep are in your hands, though you 
may keep ever. ſuch a ſharp lo- out, depend upon it you will 
loſe them : for when once they hear the voice of that great 
and good ſhepherd, they will diſtinguiſh it from that of a 
frranger, and. then adieu to Doctor F-——— |! for a ſtranger . 
they will not follow. John x. 5. | 

But in order the more /af+ly to preſerve the flocks commit- 
ted to your charge, (that you may follow the =_ example 
of Biſhop Blaxe, | ſupports who probably would never have 
invented the 72 if he had not firſt been an adept at 
/heep« ſhearing) you deſire an intire, and ſpeedy ſeparation. 

will — enmity between thy 8 ſeed,” ſaid 

the Lord to that old ſerpent the Devil. Gen. iii. 15.—— 


* 


We gefire-an intire and a ſpeedy ſeparation” ſays the bell- 


weather of the 6/act-ſheep. — But ſtop a little, my good 
Doctor; don't be in ſuch a violent hurry: let us ſee who 
thoſe. perſons are that ſuſtain the mini/erial character, and 
ot would /eparate themſelves from thoſe that love God, 
ove the ſcriptures, and love one another. They are ſuch © 
then, who 14 evil of the things they know not: who 
run greedily after the error of- Balaam for reward; having 
mens perſons in admiration becauſe of advantage ;z 'mock- 
ers walking after their own ungodly luſts. Theſe be 
who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, not having the ſpirit.” 
Jude x. 11, 16, 18, 19. And I mult again make fo 
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free with your Reverence as to tell you, that, (if the 
grace of God prevent not,) whether you are ſeparated in this 
aworld or no; you may aſſure yourſelves of being -eternally 
. ſeparated in the next, becauſe the mouth (not of a Her 
belonging to one of the roms of divines you mention, but 
of the LORD hath ſpoken it. Pſalm i. 5. 105 
But as you ſeem to be quite out of patience, Doctor, and 
unwilling to ſtay till Chriſt ſhall fit. upon the throne of judg- 
ment, when all nations will be gathered unto him, and ae 
ſhall ſeparate them'one from another, as a ſhepherd divideth 
the ſheep from the goats; Matt. xxv. 32, 33. And as, in 
all probability, your preſent vebement defire will not be 
quite ſo ſpeedily attended to by his Grace the Archbiſhop, 
as you could wiſh ; ſappoſe (as you defire an intire ſepara- 
tion,) your Reverence was to tranſport yourſelf to ſome of 
his Majeſty's plantations in America: And this may be as 
Jptedy as you pleaſe. Perhaps, the ſooner the better; that 
o thoſe of your reverend brethren, who are willing to live 
peaceable and quiet lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty, may 
not be interrupted by you, or be ſpoken evil of, upon your 
account. And I perſuade myſelf that all ſuch truly laborious, 
e will be very ready to part with 
you. 

Or if you ſhould have any material objection to this me- 
thod of intirely and ſpeedily ſeparating ; ſuppoſe, Doctor, 
you was to make a voyage to your 2 at Rome, and 
take up your future reſidence with him. Tell him what a 
champion you are in the cauſe of the boy catholic church ; 
what an utter averſion you have to allowing liberty of 
conſcience, and the right of private judgment in matters of 
religion; and what you have done by way of oppoſition to 
each of theſe notorious enemies to prief-craft and orthodoxy, 
whilſt you reſided in England. When with a ſmile of ap- 
probation that would irradiate the gloomy countenance of 
the moſt ſullen and diſappointed prieſt, methinks I ſee the 
venerable old gentleman eagerly embracing your Reverence 
in his withered arms, and hear him ſaying, ** Euge /erve 
bone & fidelis, quia in pauca fuiſti fidelis, ſupra multa te 
conflitnamy :"? Well done good and faithful ſervant, becauſe 
thou haſt been faithful in ſmall matters, [| will place thee 
over many things. And if, out of pure love and A ection, 
his Holineſs ſhould beſtow one of the preſent fifteen vacant 
Cardinals hats upon you, as a princely reward for your well- 
meant, though Frith 5 ſervices, on oxy fide of the water, 
1 it might pleaſe your Reverence much better than 
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of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt haply ye be found 
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